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gations have been added. Some characteristic motor disturbances in specific
disease have been discussed.
The text is supplemented by 250 excellent illustrations. Most of the
photographic illustrations come from the teaching film collection of the New
York Neurological Institute. The book concludes with a list of teaching
films on neurology and a schedule of neurological examinations. In the
reviewer's opinion, Herz and Putnam's manual is the best treatise on the
subject. It is recommended to anyone interested in clinical neurology.
-F. C. REDLICH
BRAZIL, ORCHID OF THE TROPICS. By Mulford B. Foster and
Racine Sarasy Foster. Illustrated with numerous photographs and
drawings. The Jaques Cattell Press, Lancaster, Pa. $3.
After some previous collecting trips to Mexico and Cuba, the authors
spent two winter seasons in Brazil and traveled nearly 12,000 miles in that
country. For the purpose of collecting rare specimens of epiphytic (air)
plants, especially bromeliads and orchids, they explored the jungles and high-
lands of the coastal states of Rio, Sao Paulo, Espirito Santo, and Bahia and
traveled dee,p into Minas Geraes and Mattto Grosso. Exploring everywhere
the fascinating "air-gardens," the Fosters became acquainted with Brazil as
to people, geography, and plants.
Numerous new species were discovered, and thus the book makes interest-
ing reading both for the botanist and armchair-traveler; it points out the
general difficulties which are encountered when traveling in little known
territory and in the preparation of scientific specimens under not always favor-
able conditions. Among the numerous illustrations bromeliads and other
interesting plants figure profusely. One notices that some of the photographs
are not skillfully retouched, but the eye rests with pleasure on drawings by
Mulford B. Foster which are well distributed throughout the text.
-ROBERT BLOCH
THE DOCTOR IN THE FRENCH LITERATURE OF THE SIXTEENTH
CENTURY. By Nancy F. Osborne. King's Crown Press, New York.
xviii + 140 pp. $2.
This little book of some 150 pages is thoroughly documented and is
replete with quotations from contemporary French authors. The medical
man of 16th century France seems to have been singularly free of virtues,
or quite possibly it may be that whatever virtues he may have had are far
outweighed by his malice, or perhaps his genius, in selecting the poets and
the satirists as patients. Of course there is nothing essentially new in the ideas
of French medicine of that period as they are here portrayed, but example isBOOK REVIEWS 627
piled upon example from which one must conclude that the charlatan of that
day was fully as competent in the light of general knowledge as is the quack
today.
The book has five chapters following an Introduction. I: The Doctor;
II: The Apothecary; III: The Charlatan; IV: Remedies and Cures;
V: Medical Practices.
In the Introduction one notes many instances where the dates assigned to
various physicians and to others differ from the dates as given in Garrison.
This, however, is hardly material to the purpose of the book.
-GEO. H. SMITH
CARBOHYDRATE METABOLISM. By Samuel Soskin and Rachmiel
Levine. The University of Chicago Press, 1946. viii + 305 pp.
(75 figures, 42 tables.) $6.
The authors of this volume have the authoritative background with which
to prepare this scholarly work, since both have a long investigative and teaching
career in the field of metabolism. The objective sought by the authors has
been the preparation of a correlative text for the teaching of carbohydrate
metabolism to students of physiology, biochemistry, and medicine. In this
effort they have succeeded admirably; the book is comprehensive and well
documented, and in excellent style.
The book is divided into five sections. The first is called "The Bio-
chemistry and Energetics of Carbohydrate Metabolism" and includes the
following chapters: The Importance of Carbohydrate in Nutrition; The
Enzymatic Machinery of Carbohydrate Metafbolism; The Intermediary Steps
in Carbohydrate Metabolism; The Liberation and Transfer of the Energy
Derived from Carbohydrate Breakdown; The Use of Energy for Muscular
Contraction. Section two is entitled "Introductory Physiological Considera-
tions" and contains the following chapter headings: Nature and Occurrence
in the Tissues of Materials Important to Carbohydrate Metabolism; Site of
Origin of Blood Sugar; The Use of the Diabetic Organism in the Study of
Gluconeogenesis. The third section of the book is entitled "Critical Survey
of the Classical Criteria of Diabetes," with the following chapter headings:
Quantitative Excretion of Administered Sugar and the Dextrose; Nitrogen
Ratio; Ketosis; The Respiratory Quotient; Gluconeogenesis from Protein;
Gluconeogenesis from Fat; Utilization, Dissimilation, and Oxidation of
Carbohydrate. Section four has the heading "The Role of the Endocrine
Glands in Carbohydrate Me-tabolism" with the individual chapter titles called:
Pancreas (Insulin); The Mode of Action of Insulin; The Adrenal Cortex;
The Thyroid; The Anterior Pituitary; Permanent Experimental Diabetes
Produced Without Surgery. The final section of the book is called "Integra-